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ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH^ 


February,  igil. 

To  THE  Urban  District  Council  of  Ashby  Woulds. 

:\IR.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen. 

I beg  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon  the 
Sanitary  state  of  your  District  for  the  year  1910. 

Tables  of  death,  new  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and 
Vital  Statistics  are  appended,  with  tables  of  Inspector’s 
work  during  the  year. 

The  Vital  Statistics  are  calculated  per  1,000  persons 
living. 


ASHBY  WOULDS  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

1.  Elevation  of  district  from  285  to  437  O.D. 

Geology,  Coal  Measures,  Pottery  and  Brick  Clay. 

Area  : — 

Land,  1939  acres.  Water acres.  Total acres. 

Census,  1891.  Census,  1901.  Estimated,  1910. 

Population  2799  3359 

Inhabited  Houses  529  

New  Houses  erected  during  the  year 

Rateable  Value,  £14,973.  Assessable  Value,  £ : : 

General  District  Rate,  1/-  in  the  £. 

2.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth  Rate  Infantile  Mortality. 

25'3  70 

Death  Rates  per  1,000. 

Epidemic  Enteric  Fever 

All  Causes.  Diseases.  and  Diarrhoea.  Phthisis. 

7'0  0’8  0 0‘6 

Has  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890,  been  adop- 
ted ? No. 

Has  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  been 
adopted  ? No. 

Has  District  Council  adopted  Notification  of  Births  Act, 
1907  ? No. 

Has  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  been 
adopted  ? No. 


Occupations. 


House  Ac- 
commoda- 
tion. 


Water 

Supply. 


Milk  Supply. 


Mainly  Coal  Mining  and  Pottery.  Some  Agri- 
culture. 

Is  sufficient,  and  generally  in  good  repair. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  been  appointed 
under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. 
Most  of  the  houses  in  this  district  come  within 
the  limits  of  the  Act,  and  will  therefore  require 
inspection. 

Spring  Cottage  (except  ten  cottages),  Albert 
Village,  and  the  greater  part  of  Occupation 
Lane  are  supplied  from  the  mains  of  the  Ashby 
and  Swadlincote  Water  Company.  Stone  Row 
is  supplied  from  Willesley  (spring  water).  The 
water  is  pumped  to  a tank  at  the  top  of  the  Row, 
and  then  piped  to  public  taps  at  Warren  House, 
Furnace  Houses,  Newfields,  Rawdon  Terrace, 
and  the  Baths  Hotel.  A certain  number  of 
houses  which  are  too  far  from  these  taps  have 
the  same  water  carted  to  them  by  the  Colliery 
Company.  About  50  houses  are  supplied  from 
wells.  The  Ashby  Road — east  of  the  railway — 
is  supplied  from  wells. 

The  supplies  from  the  Ashby  and  Swadlincote 
mains,  and  from  Willesley,  are  pure  and  plenti- 
ful. Cases  of  pollution  of  the  well  water  arise 
from  time  to  time,  and  are  generally  due  to 
surface  pollution. 

There  are  19  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the  dis- 
trict, of  which  16  are  registered.  The  number  of 
cows  for  milking  is  about  79.  There  are  no 
milk-sellers  who  are  not  cow-keepers.  The 
average  cubic  space  allotted  to  each  cow  is 
between  .300  and  400  cubic  feet.  The  proper 
amount  should  be  at  least  600.  The  sheds  are 


Sewerage 

and 

Drainage. 


kept  clean,  but  are  generally  insufificiently  ven- 
tilated, the  general  tendency  being  to  keep  the 
sheds  much  warmer  than  is  healthy  for  the  cows, 
or  necessary  for  milk  production.  There  is  no 
Veterinary  Inspector  appointed,  though  this  has 
been  considered  by  the  Council.  No  cows  with 
tuberculous  udders  have  been  found,  and  the 
only  defects  in  the  sheds  have  been  two  cases 
requiring  lime-washing. 

Albert  Village  and  Occupation  Road  ai'e 
sewered  to  the  outfall  works  on  Occupation 
Road,  which  consist  of  two  tanks  and  two  per- 
colating filters  (with  revolving  arm  for  distri- 
bution of  the  sewage),  and  one  contact  bed  for 
storm  overflows.  At  Swain’s  Park  there  are  a 
few  cottages  and  the  Railway  Tavern  which  have 
hitherto  discharged  their  sewage  to  a small 
precipitating  tank  in  an  adjoining  field.  There 
is  now,  however,  in  course  of  construction  a 
precipitating  tank  and  two  small  filter  beds — 
with  filtered  effluent  to  brook — to  deal  with  this 
sewage. 

Donisthorpe  Lane  is  sewered  to  outfall  works 
in  an  adjoining  field,  consisting  of  one  precipi- 
tating tank  and  one  percolating  filter  with  re- 
volving arm  distributor.  A new  sprinkler  has 
recently  been  fitted  to  this,  and  it  is  working  well. 
The  effluent  passes  into  the  Hooborough  Brook. 

Stone  Row,  Moira,  and  Moira  Schools  are 
sewered  to  a tank  in  the  field  across  the  canal 
(the  sewer  running  below  tlie  canal).  The  over- 
flow from  the  tank  is  irrigated.  Your  Council 
have  had  under  consideration  the  much  better 
plan  of  taking  this  sewage  to  the  outfall  works 
at  Donisthorpe  Lane,  above  described,  and  this, 
I am  informed,  will  shortly  be  carried  out.  A 


Excrement 

Disposal. 


few  odd  houses  in  this  section  are  connected  up 
with  a separate  precipitating  tank  in  the  field 
above  the  Willesley  brook. 

New  Row,  Newfields,  is  sewered  to  a closed 
tank  in  the  old  clay  pits,  and  Old  Row  sewage 
is  collected  in  a closed  tank  below  the  gardens, 
the  overflow  being  irrigated  in  a long  open  ditch. 

The  sewage  of  Rawdon  Terrace  is  discharged 
into  a small  stream,  which  loses  itself  in  marshy 
land. 

Throughout  the  district  the  sewage  is  slop 
water  only.  There  is  no  pollution  of  rivers  or 
streams  of  any  moment. 

Owing  VO  the  varying  levels  of  the  district 
and  the  constant  interception  of  railway  and 
canal  between  detached  groups  of  houses,  it  is 
not  possible  to  have  one  general  scheme  of 
sewering,  but  Newfields  and  Rawdon  Terrace 
might  be  connected  with  the  Donisthorpe  Lane 
outfall. 


Privy  Middens.  Pail  Closets.  W.Cs. 

Whole  district.  5 8 

Three  P.Ms.  have  been  converted  during  the 
year  to  W.Cs. 

The  district  is  entirely  scavenged  by  contrac- 
tors, working  under  the  Council’s  supervision  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Three  contractors  are 
employed,  but  there  is  no  regular  rule  for  the 
emptying  of  P.Ms.  It  is  done  about  three  times 
a year  in  Albert  Village,  and  about  twice  a year 
in  Moira,  where  the  P.Ms.  are  much  more  ca- 
pacious. The  night  soil  is  disposed  of  on  the 
land,  and  the  ashes  in  a tip.  The  cost  of 
scavenging  the  district  is  £162  10s.  Od. 


Bye-laws. 


Schools. 


Factory  and 
Workshops. 


Infectious 

Diseases. 


There  are  no  special  nuisances  requiring 
abatement. 

New  closets  have  been  provided  at  Stone  Row. 

There  are  no  lodging  houses  or  offensive 
trades  in  the  district.  Of  the  three  slaughter 
houses  only  two  are  in  use,  and  they  are  satis- 
factoiy.  There  are  two  bakehouses,  but  none 
underground. 

There  are  only  two  Schools,  one  at  Moira  and 
one  at  Albert  Village,  both  including  Mixed  and 
Infant  departments.  The  Albert  Village  School 
is  quite  new,  but  in  three  class  rooms  the  lighting 
is  poor.  The  ventilation  and  warming  are  ex- 
cellent, and  the  sanitary  arrangements  (W.Cs.) 
satisfactory.  The  drainage  is  to  the  Occupation 
Road  outfall  works.  The  water  supply  is  from 
the  public  mains. 

In  Moira  School  the  lighting  is  satisfactory, 
but  in  only  one  room  is  it  to  the  left  of  the 
scholars.  The  closets  are  pans,  but  are  kept 
clean.  The  drainage  is  to  the  main  sewer,  and 
the  water  supply  is  from  Willesley,  and  is 
sufficient  and  satisfactory. 

The  Schools  were  closed  in  the  Spring  for 
measles. 

No  offences  under  this  Act  have  been  found, 
and  no  nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Act. 
There  ai'e  eight  workshops,  including  the  two 
bakehouses. 

Schoolmasters  and  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendents are  notified  of  all  infectious  cases.  The 
houses  are  visited  without  delay  either  by  me  or 


Infectious 

Diseases 

Hospital. 


the  Sanitary  Inspector — often  by  both.  Any 
sanitary  defects  are  noted,  and  the  owners  noti- 
fied to  remedy  them.  After  the  case  has  been 
certified  free  from  the  disease  the  house  or  in- 
fected rooms  are  disinfected  with  the  Formalin 
Lamp  b}^  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Only  eight 
cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been  notified, 
namely,  three  diphtheria,  three  scarlet  fever,  and 
two  er3'sipelas.  Antitoxin  is  supplied  free  to 
suitable  cases  on  the  request  of  the  Medical 
Attendant.  It  is  kept  by  me,  and  can  be  ob- 
tained at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night  at  my 
house.  No  cases  have  been  removed  to  the 
Hospital,  and  there  is  great  difficulty  in  securing 
removal  of  any  case  as  a rule.  The  Hospital  is 
an  iron  building,  consisting  of  two  wards  (five 
beds  each),  caretaker’s  apartments,  and  a nurse’s 
room  and  pantry.  The  closets  indoor  are  pan 
closets,  with  patent  ash  sifter.  The  heating  is 
by  stoves  in  each  ward.  The  water  supply  is 
from  a well,  and  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantit3^  There  is  a resident  caretaker,  and 
trained  nurses  are  hired  when  a case  is  admitted. 
The  Hospital  is  very  little  used — much  too  sel- 
dom— though  there  have  not  been  many  cases  of 
infectious  disease  for  some  years:  still  there 
have  been  cases  for  which  there  was  no  proper 
isolation  at  home,  but  refusal  to  allow  the  cases 
to  be  removed  is  almost  universal. 

I have  advised  your  Council  to  join  in  the 
Joint  Hospital  Scheme  at  present  under  con- 
sideration by  the  Ashby  Rural,  Ashby  Urban, 
and  Hartshorne  and  Seals  districts.  This  hos- 
pital will  be  a thoroughly  efficient  and  complete 
series  of  buildings,  such  as  are  required  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  with  resident  nursing 
and  management  staff,  separate  blocks  for  the 


cliiferent  diseases,  quarantine  block,  steam  disin- 
fector, visitors’  waiting  rooms,  and  so  forth.  The 
])resent  iron  Hospital  does  not  meet  the  require- 
mentsof  the  present  day  for  the  efficient  treatment 
and  isolation  of  infectious  disease  : and  I believe 
that  there  would  be  less  reluctance  to  allow  cases 
to  be  removed  if  there  were  a better  Hospital  for 
their  reception  and  treatment.  There  would 
also,  in  my  opinion,  be  very  little,  if  any,  greater 
expenditure  involved  by  joining  the  joint  scheme, 
and  the  district  would  be  permanently  provided 
with  sufficient  and  efficient  Isolation  Hospital 
accommodation.  I therefore  still  ask  your  Council 
to  very  seriously  consider  this  suggestion  before 
finally  deciding  to  refuse  it. 

There  is  voluntary  notification  of  Phthisis,  but 
not  compulsory  notification  in  force.  No  cases 
of  Phthisis  have  been  notified  this  year.  There 
is  no  available  hospital  accommodation  for  the 
treatment  of  this  disease. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  your  Council  to  adopt  the 
Public  Health  Amendment  Acts  of  1890  and  of 
1907,  and  the  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention 
Act  of  1890. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

RODERIC  LOGAN, 

Med.  Officer  of  Health. 


ASHFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

flDcbical  ©fficev’s 
Hnnual  IRcpovt  fov  1910. 


ASHFORD  URBAN  DISTRICT 


flDebical  ©fRcev’s 
Hnnual  IReport  for  1910. 


]Mr.  Cliairman,  Yice-Cliairmaii  and  Geiitlemen_, 

I liave  tlie  lionour  to  present  to  you  lierewitli  my 
annual  report  as  Medical  Utt'icer  of  Healtli  for  the 
year  1910. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  estimated  population  of  Ashford  calculated 
for  the  middle  of  the  year,  on  the  assumption  that 
the  increase  has  continued  to  progress  at  the  same 
rate  as  between  the  census  jmars  1891  and  1911,  is 
15,090. 

The  estimated  poj^ulation  for  IMorth  Ashford,  or 
the  district  lying  to  the  north  of  the  railway  line,  is 
9,865.  That  of  South  Ashford  is  5,225. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district 
during  the  j’ear  totalled  178.  Of  these,  however, 
7 consisted  of  deaths  of  non-residents  and  miist  be 
subtracted,  whilst  8 deaths  of  residents  occurring 
outside  the  district  must  be  added.  This  brings  the 
correct  number  to  138,  which  is  equivalent  to  a 
mean  annual  death-rate  of  9.14. 

This  is  the  lowest  death-rate  for  a whole  jmar  of 
which  I have  any  record.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  death-rate  for  the  3rd  quarter  was  only 
5.83. 

The  death-rate  for  ISTorth  Ashford  is  9.12,  and  that 
for  South  Ashford  8.99. 

The  averag'e  age  at  death,  excluding  infants  under 
one  year,  was  55. 

The  infant  mortality  or  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  old  calculated  as  a rate  per  thousand  births 
is  58.75.  This  is  very  low,  chiefly  owing  to  the 
absence  of  any  epidemics  of  infantile  diseases. 

The  Zymotic  Death-rate  or  death-rate  from  the 
seven  principal  infectious  diseases  is  0.39. 
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The  Birth-rate. — Tlie  number  of  births  registered 
during  the  year  was  only  274,  which  is  considerably 
lower  than  any  year  for  the  last  10  years.  This  is 
equivalent  to  a birth-rate  of  18.15.  If  our  birth- 
rate goes  on  decreasing  at  tlie  jiresent  rate  it  will 
soon  no  more  than  equal  our  death-rate. 


Housing. 

I have  nothing  of  iinportaiice  to  add  to  my  re- 
marks on  Housing  Accommodation  in  last  3’ear’s 
report. 

The  Coiincil  have  not  jmt  comiileted  their  scheme 
for  giving  eifect  to  tire  Housing  Town  Planning, 
etc.,  xict,  1909. 

A house  to  house  inspection  was  made  during  the 
3mar  of  Gravel-walk  and  llugbj^-gartlens  bj^  the  Sur- 
vejmr  and  m3^self. 

Ashford  possesses  a most  excellent  open  air  Swim- 
ming Bath  which  is  largelj^  used  during  the  summer 
months.  Free  bathing  is  allowed  on  certain  daj’s 
each  week  during  the  season  to  both  male  and 
female  scholars  attending  the  Elementary  Schools. 

There  are  no  pulTic  baths  in  the  town  for  tlie 
purpose  of  ordinary  ablution.  1 consider  this  a 
want  that  should  lie  considered  by  the  Hipan  Coun- 
cil. There  are  public  baths  at  Hew  Town,  the 
property  of  the  Hailway  Company,  but  these  are 
onl}’-  open  for  use  during  the  summer  months. 


Water  Supply. 


The  supplj'"  of  water  from  the  Wells  on  the  Hen- 
wood  Estate  continues  to  be  abundant  and  beyond 
the  needs  of  the  town  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  quarterly  anal5^ses  made  by  the  Clinical  Re- 
search Association  continue  to  be  satisfactory. 

I append  a copj"  of  the  anaHsis  for  December. 

Grains  per  gallon. 


Total  solids  34.65 

Combined  Chlorine  1.90 

Expressed  as  Ha.  Cl.  3.13 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  0.06 

Nitrites  nil. 

Saline  Ammonia  0.0008 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.0029 
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__  Grains  per  gallon. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 bours  0.008 

Lead  or  Copper  nil. 

Temporary  Hardness  19°. 0 

Permanent  Hardness  6°. 8 

Total  Hardness  25®.  8 

During  tbe  year  it  was  found  necessai’y  to  close 
three  wells  owing  to  the  water  showing  signs  of 
contamination. 

Xumber  of  Houses  in  the  Parish  3,380 

Xrrmber  using  Town  Water  2,988 

Xumber  using  Well  Water  288 

Xumber  using  Willesboro’  Water  Works 

Water  110 


Milk  Supply. 

The  routine  inspections  of  the  Dairies,  Milk  Shops 
and  Cowsheds  have  been  made  and  the  general  con- 
dition of  all  these  is  satisfactory. 

During  the  j'ear  circulars  were  distributed  to  all 
the  registered  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshoi:)s  ex- 
plaining the  importance  of  thorough  cleanliness  in 
all  departments  and  detailing  the  special  measures 
it  was  necessary  to  take  to  ensure  this. 


Cowsheds  on  register  during  year  9 

Milkshops  on  register  during  year  8 

Dairies  on  register  during  year  4 

4 isits  to  cowsheds  36 

Visits  to  Milkshops  32 

Visits  to  Dairies  16 


Total  84 

Xew  Cowsheds  registered  nil 

Xew  Milkshops  registered  1 

Xew  Dairies  registered  2 

Want  of  cleanliness  nil 

Slaughter  Houses. 

The  usual  routine  inspections  were  made  during 
the  year  by  the  Inspector  of  Xuisances  and  myself. 
Various  defects  were  found  and  remedied. 

Xo  cases  of  diseased  meat  were  detected  during 
the  year. 

There  is  no  special  meat  inspector  appointed  for 
this  district. 
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Sewerage. 

As  regtinls  tlie  Sewage  Farm  the  comlitioii  ot 
things  is  the  same  as  in  my  last  report.  The  ground 
is  constantly  swamped  with  sewage  and  has  no  time 
to  recover  itself.  It  is  of  course  impossible  for 
nitrihcation  to  take  place  under  these  circum- 
stances. 

The  immi)ing  plant  has  been  duplicated  and  a bO- 
h.p.  National  Gas  Engine  Company’s  suction  gas 
engine  and  producer  plant  has  been  installed. 

Is’^ew  Town  (llailway  AVorks)  Drainage.  — An 
agreement  for  the  cairying  out  ot  this  work  has 
been  airproveil  by  both  the  South  Eastern  and  Chat- 
ham and  DoA’er  RaiEvay  Companies  and  the  Ash- 
ford Urban  District  Council.  The  plans  and  esti- 
mates for  this  work  and  also  for  the  laying  out  and 
under  draining  of  the  proirosed  additr^nial  land 
adjoining  the  present  vServage  AVorks,  are.  nearing 
comi)letion  and  Avill  shoidly  be  laid  before  the  Coun- 
cil for  its  consideration. 

Scavenging. 

The  method  of  collection  of  house  refuse  con- 
tinues the  same  as  detailed  in  last  year’s  report. 

Some  complaints  have  been  made  of  the  contents 
of  the  receptacles  being  spilt  about  the  street  and 
side  walk  A\diilst  awaiting  collection  by  the  Coun- 
cil’s carts. 

ITpon  investigation  this  nuisance  was  found  to  be 
mainly  dne  to  scavengers  Avho  go  round  in  the  early 
morning  searching  amongst  the  refuse  for  anything 
of  value.  It  is  difficult  to  stop  this  ])ractice  alto- 
gether, l)ut  something  can  be  done  through  the 
Police.  In  some  cases  the  receptacles  containing 
the  house  refuse  are  very  unsuitable,  being  rna  > 
of  jioi'ous  material  and  deA’oid  of  any  cover. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  intend  considering  this 
matter  dui-ing  the  coming  year  rvith  a A'iew  to,  if 
])nssil)le,  ensure  the  general  use  of  an  a})proA'ed  pat- 
tern. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  is  nothing  to  record  under  this  head.  The 
trvo  estaldishments  are  being  conducted  in  accord- 
ance Avith  the  bye-hiAvs. 


Offensive  Trades. 


Complaints  were  received  of  tlie  nnisauce  arising 
from  a fried  fish  sliop  in  New-street.  The  Inspector 
of  Xnisances  and  myself  have  paid  several  visits  to 
the  premises  concerned  and  A^arious  alterations  are 
being  made  to  endeavour  to  remedy  the  nuisance. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

The  notification  of  infectious  disease  liaA’e  been 
much  beloAv  the  average  during  the  year. 

Ther?  were  only  four  cases  of  Diphtheria,  one  case 
being  the  IS^urse  at  our  Isolation  Hospital,  Avho  be- 
came infected  during' the  performance  of  her  duties 
nursing  a case  of  this  disease. 

One  case  had,  I regret  to  say,  a fatal  termination. 

The  Urban  Council  proA'ides  autitonin  free  fin- 
use  in  cases  of  poor  persons.  It  can  be  obtained  at 
any  time  on  applying  at  my  house.  The  Council 
also  defrays  the  cost  of  examination  of  swabs  by 
the  Clinical  Eesearch  Association  in  all  doubtful 
cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Enteric  Fever.  Diagnostic 
outfits  can  be  obtained  by  medical  men  applying  for 
them  at  the  Sui'A^eyor’s  office. 

During  1910,  six  doses  of  Diphtheria  Autitonin 
were  supiAied  to  medical  men  by  the  Council.  N ine 
sAA'abs  were  examined  and  reported  on  by  the  Clini- 
cal Eesearch  Association  at  the  Council’s  expense. 

There  were  27  cases  of  scarlet  feAmr  of  a mild 
type,  24  of  which  were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hos- 
pital. The  cases  occurred  for  the  most  part  singly 
and  were  not  apparently  connected  with  one  an- 
other. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  this  cause. 

Schools. 

There  was  a good  deal  of  hlon-notifiable  Infec- 
tious disease  during  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
chiefly  mumps  and  measles,  which  seriously  affected 
the  infant  departments  of  all  the  Elementary 
Schools. 

It  was  necessary  to  close  the  infant  department 
of  the  following  schools  for  the  period  named  owing 
to  this  cause : 

Council  School  from  April  29th  to  Haj^  23rd. 

British  School  Horn  June  6th  to  June  20th. 
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National  School  from  Jiine  27th  to  July  12th. 

S.E.  and  C.  llailway  School  from  July  5th  to  Julv 
18th. 

The  Medical  Inspection  of  school  children  was 
continued  this  year  on  much  the  same  lines  as  in 
1909.  The  same  two  classes  of  children  were 
examined,  viz.,  “Entrants,”  or  five-year-olds  and 
“ Tieavers  ” chiefly  13  year  olds. 

The  scheme  is  already  beginning  to  bear  good 
fruit.  Dirty  children  with  verminous  heads  and 
bodies  are  becoming  much  rarer  and  more  attention 
is  being  paid  by  parents  to  the  cleanliness  and  suffi- 
ciency of  the  clothing.  In  the  case  of  children 
found  to  be  defective  action  to  remedy  the  defects 
has  l)een  taken  in  the  great  majority  of  cases. 

I append  a table  giving  a short  summary  of  the 
number  of  children  inspected  in  the  various  schools 
and  the  defects  found. 
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In  consequence  of  the  new  regulations  of  the  Educa- 
tion Board  substituting-  a.n  area  of  It)  cubic  feet  per 
bead  for  the  old  8 cubic  feet  per  bead  l)asis,  the 
accommodation  in  the  following-  schools  has  been 
reduced  to  the  extent  shown  below.  Altbougb  this 
is  regarded  by  those  interested  in  these  schools  as 
something-  in  the  nature  of  a calamity,  I look  upon 
it  as  a most  beneficent  measure  and  feel  sure  it  will 
make  for  better  health  amongst  the  children  attend- 
ing these  schools. 


SCHOOL. 

OLD  BASIS. 

NEW  BASIS. 

Xational  Boys  

229 

206 

,,  Girls 

loO 

120 

,,  Infants  

196 

156 

British  Bovs 

192 

156 

,,  Girls  

156 

124 

,,  Infants  

loo 

137  . 

S.E.  <&  C.  Railway  Boys... 

308 

247 

,,  Girls... 

194 

153 

,,  Infants 

226 

203 

The  Ashford  School  Attendance  Committee  have 
resolved  to  try  the  experiment  of  appointing  a 
nurse  to  the  vacant  post  of  School  Attendance 
Officer.  Such  an  appointment  has  much  to  recom- 
meut  it  as  the  new  officer  can  give  valuable  help 
in  following  rip  and  assisting  to  remedy  defects  dis- 
covered in  the  medical  inspections,  especially  in  th'- 
cases  of  children  found  to  be  dirty  or  verminous 
She  will  also  be  able  to  attend  and  assist  the  Medi- 
cal Inspector  at  the  periodical  inspections.  I have 
every  hope  that  the  experiment  will  be  a success 
and  will  be  found  to  work  smoothly  and  efficiently. 
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Esolation  Hospitals. 

During  the  j-ear  the  following  patients  were 
treated  at  ihe  Isolation  Hospitals: 


Diiditheria  4 cases. 

iScarlet  Fever  24  eases. 

The  expenditure  was  as  follows  ; — 

£ s . d . 

AFages — Nurses  and  Caretakers  191  10  0 

Fxtra  Nursing  13  4 0 

Food  82  4 7 

AA'ashing  and  Cleaning  11  3 0 

Coal  and  Coke  24  3 3 

Carting  ditto  3 12  0 

Gas  15  5 9 

lloi  se  Hire  for  removing  i^atients  8 7 6 


Total  F349-  13  7 


A Laundry  and  Ironing  Doom  lias  been  erected 
in  connection  with  the  Hospitals  and  will  prove  a 
great  convenience  and  improvement. 

I’rovision  against  fire  has  also  l)een  made.  Each 
block  has  now  a Fire  Hydrant  in  the  lobby  between 
tlie  wards  fitted  with  a hose  and  long  length  of 
hose  pipe. 


Tuberculosis. 

I regret  having  to  report  that  the  system  of 
A^oluntaiy  Notification  of  Phthisis  whicli  came  into 
force  this  year  has  been  an  absolute  failure.  This 
is  greatly  to  be  deplored,  as  it  is  impossible  to  do 
mucdi  either  in  assisting  the  indivdual  or  in  ]n‘o- 
tecting  the  community  unless  the  extent  and  dis- 
tribution of  these  cases  is  known.  The  Aledical 
Practitioners  in  the  neighliourhood  seem  to  be  afraid 
of  1)eing  involved  in  legal  trouble  for  breach  of 
confidence  if  they  notify  their  cases  and  would 
niindi  prefer  compulsory  notification.  I have  sent 
to  each  Aledical  Practitioner  two  letters  on  different 
occasions  explaining  exactly  the  proposed  method 
of  ]iroceedure  in  notified  cases,  and  the  care  that 
would  be  taken  to  keep  the  information  secret:  also 
the  l)enefits  likely  to  be  derived  from  notification. 
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My  ouly  course  uow  appears  to  be  to  pet  tlie 
public  to  themselves  notify  their  own  cases  by  gic’- 
ing'  lectures  and  addresses  explaining’  why  such 
notification  is  desirable. 

I have  been  able  to  obtain  particulars  so  far  of 


IS  cases  ouly. 

Xotified  by  myself  5 

Xotilied  by  llrompton  Hospital  3 

^Notified  by  other  than  Medical  Men  10 


I haA'e  received  no  notificatioiis  of  any  pauper 
cases  during  the  year. 

I have  visited  all  these  cases  and  advised  them 
as  to  the  best  means  of  jn-eventing  the  spread  of 
infection.  In  hce  cases  spitting  flasks  have  l)ee)i 
provided  by  the  Council  for  cases  that  required 
them. 

In  eight  cases  rooms  haA’e  been  disinfected  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority  after  the  death  of  a patient. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act. 


The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  coming 
under  the  above  heading  Avas  as  follows  : — 


NUMBER. 

INSPECTIONS. 

Factories 

31 

124 

Workshops  ... 

90 

360 

Batehonses 

14 

56 

Outworkers’  Premises 

8 

32 

Total  ... 

143 

572 

Factories  closed  3 

TTorkshops  closed  3 

Factories  registered  2 

AVorkshops  registered  8 

Businesses  exchanged  4 

Hnderground  bakehouses  in  use  2 

Defects  found — 

Overcrowding  3 

Abstract  not  fixed  1 
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Sanitary  Snspestion. 

During  the  year  344  visits  have  been  made  to 
305  houses  aiid  premises.  In  the  case  of  259  saiii- 
tai'y  defects  and  nuisances  were  discovered  and 
abated. 


Foul  ditches,  accumulations  of  refuse,  etc.  ...  48 

Defective  bell  traps  and  gullies  22 

Defective  roots,  chimnej^s,  eaves  or  ^’uttering  13 

8topi)ed  drains  and  w.c.’s  2C 

Detective  w.c.  pans  4 

Defective  w.c.  water  supply  11 

Defective  drain  ventilation  1 

Defective  yard  paving  0 

Filthy  houses  1 

Foul  ashbins  2 

Damp  and  unhealthy  houses  '. ...  7 

Fig  and  chicken  keeping  7 

Dangerous  cellar  traps  11 

House  drains  tested  5 


During  the  year  detailed  sanitary  inspections 
have  been  made  of  Gravel  Walk  and  llugby  Gar- 
dens. 

During  the  year  1 have  made  75  visits  in  addi- 
iion  to  those  made  under  the  Factories  and  Work- 
shops Act  and  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 
shops  Order.  They  are  made  up  as  follows  : 


Infectious  disease  enquiries  2G 

Slaughter-houses  20 

Common  lodging  houses  2 

Schools  10 

Nuisances  ' 12 

Other  5 

I have  attended 

Council  Meetings  4 

Sanitary  Committee  10 

Sanitary  Sub-Committee  3 
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I have  made  tlie  following'  reports  : 


Monthly  8 

Quarterly  4 

Special  4 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

Claude  Vernon, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  T.— SnnWTI4G  f'AESE.S  OF  DEATH. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

NORTH 

ASHFORD. 

SOUTH 

ASHFORD. 

TOTAL. 

RATE  PER 
1,000 
POPULA- 
TION. 

Measles 

1 

— 

1 

.066 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

1 

.066 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

1 

.066 

Influenza 

2 

1 

3 

.198 

Diarrhoea 

— 

2 

2 

.132 

Phthisis 

7 

6 

13 

.861 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases 

3 

— 

3 

.198 

Cancer 

6 

4 

10 

.66 

Bronchitis 

11 

2 

12 

.795 

Pneumonia 

2 

— 

2 

•132 

Other  Respiratory 

Diseases 

2 

— 

2 

.132 

Alcoholism 

2 

1 

3 

.198 

Premature  Birth 

3 

4 

7 

.463 

Heart  Disease 

10 

8 

18 

1.192 

Accident 

1 

— 

1 

.066 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

.066 

Septic  Diseases 

— 

2 

2 

.132 

All  other  Causes 

39 

16 

55 

3.644 

TABLE  II.— COMPARING  IMETHS  AND 
DEATHS  WITH  FORMER  YEARS. 


YEAR. 

POPULATION. 

BIRTHS. 

R.4.TE. 

DEATHS. 

RATE. 

1900 

11850 

317 

26-32 

164 

13-83 

1901 

I28O8 

296 

23-11 

163 

12-80 

1902 

13904 

318 

24-27 

152 

11-60 

1903 

13228 

334 

25-06 

134 

10-05 

1904 

13567 

281 

0 

I'- 

6 

166 

12-23 

1905 

13809 

307 

22-08 

140 

10-13 

1906 

14056 

316 

22-48 

173 

12-30 

1907 

14300 

305 

21-32 

175 

12-23 

1908 

14564 

331 

22-72 

15) 

10  91 

1909 

14824 

295 

19-90 

158 

10-65 

1910 

15090 

274 

18-15 

138 

9-14 

TABLE  III.— CASES  OE  INFECTIOHS 
DISEASES  NOTIFIED. 


Disease. 

1 0061 

- ^ 
S-, 
C 

^ CQ 
< 

South 

Ashford. 

6061  ! 

1 fi06T  1 

0 

05 

1 9061 

1 eo6i  1 

i 1904 

-0 

05 

0 

05 

0 

05 

Diphtheria 

4 

2 

2 

16 

6 

2 

2 

4 

36 

10 

10 

2 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

2 

3 

7 

10 

2 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

8 

17 

28 

56 

35 

53 

46 

48 

1 

8 

17 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

- 

— 

— 

5 

2 

13 

6 

7 

18 

4 

— 

7 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

- 

1 

Small  Pox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chicken  Pox 

— 

11 

11 

— 

Totals 

33 

11 

20 

o3 

66 

53 

63 

60 

110 

36 

31 

29 

